
Year 6 Topic History - Autumn 1 

The Victorian Era: Dark Age or Golden Age?  
How did this period change our local area and the 
wider world forever? 

Key Word Definition 

British Empire Territories controlled by Britain all over the world 

Class A group of people sharing a similar social rank; often 
described as upper, middle and working(lower) class. 

Industrial 
Revolution 

Fast and very important  changes that took place in Britain 
and other countries in the 18th and 19th centuries as a 
result of improvements in industry 

Mill A building equipped with machinery for weaving and 
spinning into  cloth 

Poverty Not having enough money for basic needs 

Rural To do with living in the country 

Reigned Someone who is a ruler 

Slums The squalid section of a city, full of overcrowded houses in 
poor conditions 

Urban Characteristic of a town or city 

Workhouse A place where poor people without families or jobs lived 

WINDOW TO THE WORLD ... 
Between 1861 and 1865 a civil war 

raged between the North and 
South of the USA. One of the 
main issues was that one side 
wanted to abolish slavery, the 

other wanted to keep it. 

Important figures 
 

Queen 
Victoria 

Dr Thomas  
Bernardo 

Charles 
Dickens 


